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FLA 


Fla'sher. n. f. [from flajh.] A man of more appearance of 


F L A 


wit than reality. Diet. 

Flashily, adv . [from flafijy.] With empty feow; without 
real power of wit or folidity of thought. 

Fl a'shy. adj. [from fiajh.] 

1. Empty; not folid; fhowy without fubftance. 

Flajhy wits cannot fathom the whole extent of a large dif- 
courfe. L)igby on the Soul, Dedicat, 

When they lift, their lean and flajhy fongs 
Grate on their lcrannel pipes of wretched ftraw. Milton * 

This mean'conceit, this darling myftery. 

Which thou think’ll nothing, friend ! thou ihalt not buy; 
Nor will I change for all the fiefhy wit. Dryden s PerJ. Sat* 

2. [From fiaccidus, Skinner,] Infipid ; without force or fpirit. 

Diftilled books are, like common diftilled waters, flajhy 
things. Bacon , Efay 5 1. 

The taftes that moft offend in fruits, herbs and roots, are 
bitter, harfh, lour, waterilh or jiajky. Bacon s Nat. Hifiory. 

FLASK, n.f [flafque, French.] 

J. A bottle; a veflel. 

Then for the Bourdeaux you may freely alk; 

But the Champaigne is to each man his fiajk. King. 

2. A powder-horn. 

Powder in a fkillefs foldier’s fiajk 
Is fet on fire. Shakefpeare . 

Fla'sket. n.f. [from fiajk.] A veflel in which viands are 
ferved. 

Another plac’d 

The filver ftands, with golden fiajkets grac’d. Pole's Odyjf. 
FLAT. adj. [ plat, French.] 

1. Horizontally level without inclination. 

Thou all-feaking thunder. 

Strike fiat the thick rotundity o’ th’ world. Shah. K. Lear. 
The houfes are fiat roofed to walk upon, fo that every 
bomb that fell on them would take effect. Addijon on Italy. 

2. Smooth ; without protuberances. 

In the dawning of the next day we might plainly difcern 
it was a land fiat to our fight, and full of bofcage. Bacon. 

3. Without elevation. 

Ceafe t’ admire, and beauty’s plumes 
Fall flat , and fhrink into a trivial toy. 

At every fudden flighting quite abafht. Miltons Bar. Lofi. 

4. Level with the ground. 

In them is plaineft taught, and cafieft learnt, 

What makes a nation happy, and keeps it fo, 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities fiat. Milt Par. Reg. 
That Chrift-church ftands above ground, and that the 
church of Weftminfter lies not fiat upon it, is your lordfeip’s 
commendation. South. 

5. Lying horizontally proftrate ; lying along. 

The wood-born people fall before her fiat. 

And worfeip her as goddels of the wood. Fairy Ffueen, h. i. 
That lamentable wound, 

Which laid that wretched prince fiat on the ground. Daniel 

6. [In painting.] Without reliefs without prominence of the 
figures. 

7. Taftelefs; infipid; dead. 

He, like a puling cuckold, would drink up 
The lees and dregs of a fiat tamed piece. Sh.Troil. andCref. 

Tafte fo divine ! that what of fweet before 
Hath touch’d my fenfe, fiat feems to this and harfh. Milton. 

The miry fields, 

Rejoicing in rich mold, moft ample fruit 
Of beauteous form produce; pleafing to fight. 

But to the tongue ine^ant and fiat. Phillips. 

8. Dull; unanimated; frigid. 

Short fpeeches fly abroad like darts, and are thought to be 
fhot out of fecret intentions; but as for large difcourfes, they 
are fiat things, and not fo much noted. Bacon, Efjay 16. 

Some fhort excurfions of a broken vow 
He made indeed, but flat infipid fluff. Dryd. Don Sebafiiatt. 

9. DeprefTed; fpiritlefs; dejedled. 

My hopes all fiat, nature within me feems 
In all her fundlions weary of herfelf. Milton's Agonifies. 

10. Unpleafing; taftelefs. 

How weary. Hale, flat and unprofitable 
Seem to me all the ufes of this world ! Shakefp. Hamlet. 
To one firmly perfuaded of the reality of heavenly happi- 
nefs, and earneflly defirous of obtaining it, all earthly fatif- 
fadlions mufl needs look little, and grow fiat and unfa- 
voury. Atterhury s Sermons. 

51. Peremptory; abfolute; downright. 

His horfe with fiat tiring taught him, that difcrete ftays 
make fpeedy journeys. Sidney. 

It is a fiat wrong to punifh the thought or purpofe of any 
before it be enabled ; for true juflice punifheth nothing but 
the evil aft or wicked word. Spenfer's State ofiIreland . 

As it is in the nature of all men to love liberty, fo they 
become fiat libertines, and fall to all licentioufnefs. Spenfer. 
You ftart away. 

And lend no ear unto my purpofes; 

Thofe prifoners you fhall keep : 

~——I wid, that’s fiat. Shakefpeare's Henry IV. p. i. 
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Thus repuls’d, our final hope 
Is fiat defpair: we mu ft exafperate 
Th’ Almighty Viftor to fpend all his rage, 

And that mufl end us. Milton's Paradife lofi , b. ifi 

If thou fin in wine or wantonnefs, 

Boaft not thereof, nor make thy fhame thy glory ; 

Frailty gets pardon by fubmiflivenefs ; 

But he that boafls, fhuts that out of his ftory : 

He makes fiat war with God, and doth defy 

With his meet clod of earth the fpacious fky. Herbert . 

You had broke and robb’d his houfe. 

And flole his talifinanique loufe ; 

And all his new-found old inventions, 

With fiat felonious intentions. Hudibras , p. iii. cant. 1. 

Not fhrill; notacu e; not fharp in found. 

If you flop the holes of a hawk’s bell it will make no 


ring, but a fiat noife or rattle. Bacons Natural Hifiory. 


The upper end of the windpipe is endued with feveral car¬ 
tilages and mufcles to contrail or dilate it, as we would have 
our voice fiat or fharp. Ray on the Creation , 

Flat. n.f. 

ii A level; an extended plane. 

The firings of a lute, viol, or virginals, give a far greater 
found, by reafon of the knot, board and concave under¬ 
neath, than if there were nothing but only the fiat of a 
board to let in the upper air into the lower. Bacon's Nat Ilifi , 
Becaufe the air receivetli great tinfture from the earth, ex- 
pofe fiefh or fife, both upon a flake of wood fome height above 
the earth, and upon the flat of the earth. Barn's Nat . FUJI. 

It comes near an artificial miracle to make divers diftinft 
eminences appear a fiat by force of fhadows, and yet the {ha- 
clows themfelves not to appear. IVotton's Architecture. 

He has cut the fide of the rock into a fiat for a garden; 
and by laying on it the wafte earth, that he has found in 
feveral of the neighbouring parts, furnifhed out a kind of 
luxury for a hermit. Addifon on Italy. 

2. Even ground ; not mountainous. 

Now pile your dull upon the quick and dead, 

’Till of this fiat a mountain you have made, 

T’ o’ertop old Pelion, or the fkyifh head 

Of blue Olympus. Shakefpeare s Hamid. 

The way is ready and not long, 

Beyond a row of myrtles, on a fiat , 

Fafl by a mountain. Milton's Paradife Lofi, b. ix. 

3. A fmooth low ground expofed to inundations. 

The ocean, overpeering of his lift, 

Eats not the fiats with more impetuous hafte, 

Than young Laertes, in a riotous head, 

O’erbears your officers. Shakefpeare's Hamlet. 

All the infeftions, that the fun fucks up 
From bogs, fens, fiats , on Profpero fall. Shakefp. Tempefi. 

Half my pow’rs this night, 

Paffing thefe fiats, are taken by the tide ; 

Thefe Lincoln wafhes have devoured them. Shak. K. John. 

4. Shallow ; ftrand; place in the fea where the water is not deep 
enough for fhips. 

I fhould not fee the Tandy hour-glafs run. 

But I fhould think of fhallows anti of fiats _ Shakefpeare. 

The difficulty is very great to bring them in or out through 
fo many fiats and fands, if wind and weather be not very 
favourable. Raleigh's Effays. 

Having fiewly left thefe grammatick fiats and fhallows, 
where they ftuck unreafonably, to learn a few words with 
lamentable conftruftions, we are now on the fudden turmoiled 
with their unballafted wits in fathomlefs and unquiet deeps of 
controverfy. Milton on Education. 

Full in the prince’s paflage hills of fand, 

An l dang’rous fiats , in fecret ambufh Jay, 

Where the falfe tides fkim o’er the cover’d land, 

And feamen with diffembled depths betray. Drydcn. 

The fea could not be narrower than it is, without a great 
lofs to the world ; and mufl we now have an ocean of mere 
fiats and fhallows, to the utter ruin of navigation ? Bentley* 

5. The broad fide of a blade. 

A darted mandate came 

From that great will which moves this mighty frame, 

Bid me to thee, my royal charge, repair, 

To guard thee from the daemons of the air; 

My flaming fword above ’em to difplay, 

All keen and ground upon the edge of day. 

The fiat to fweep the vifions from thy mind. 

The edge to cut 'em through that flay behind. D-ydcn. 

6. Depreffion of thought or language. 

Milton’s Paradife Loft is admirable; but am I therefore 
bound to maintain, that there are no fiats amongft his eleva¬ 
tions, when ’tis evident he creeps along fometimes for above 
an hundred lines together ? Dr)den. 

7. A furface without relief, or prominences. 


Are there then fuch ravifhing charms in a dull unvafi 


ed 


° . L 

flat, to make a fufficient corapenfation for the chief things or 
the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lafi- 

j Bentley's Sermyns. 

To 


ing hills. 


FLA 


i -r * « i 

To Flat. v. a. [from the noun.] 

i. To level; to deprefs; to make broad and fmooth. 


Shakefpeare s Tetnpefi. 


1. 

2. 


Sidney, b. ii. 


Horizontally; without inclination. 

Without prominence or elevation. 

3. Without fpirit; dully; frigidly. 

4. Peremptorily; downright. 

He in thefe wars had flatly refufed his aid 
Thereupon they flatly difavouch 

To yield him more obedience, or fupport. Daniel's Cu War. 

Unjuft, thou fay’ft, 

Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. Milt. Parad.Lofi. 
, Not any interpreters allow it to be fpoken of fuch as flatly 
deny the being of God; biit of them that believing His exis¬ 
tence, do yet feclude him from directing the affairs of the 
world. Bentley s Sermons. 

Fla'tness. n.f [from fiat] 

t . Evennefs ; level extenfion. 

2. Want of relief or prominence. 

It appears fo very plain and uniform, that one would think 
the coiner looked on the fiatnefs of a figure, as one of the 
greatefl beauties in fculpture. Addijon on ancient Medals . 

3. Deadnefs; infipidity; vapidnefs. 

Deadnefs or fiatnefs in cyder is often occafioned by the too 
free admiffion of air into the veffel. Mortvner's Husbandry. 

4. Dejection of ftate. 

The emperor of Ruffia was my father: 

Oh, that he were alive, and here beholding 

His daughter’s trial! that he did but fee 

Th ft fiatnefs of my mifery! Skakejpeare's Winter's Tale . 

5. Dejedlion of mind; want of life; want of fpirit. 

6. Dulnefs; infipidity ; frigidity. 

How fafl does obfeurity, fiatnefs , and impertinency flow in 
upon our meditations ? ’Tis a difficult tafk to talk to the pur¬ 
pofe, and to put life and perfpicuity into our difcourfes. Collier. 

Some of Homer s tranflators have fwelled into fuftian, and 
others funk into fiatnefs. Pope’s Preface to Homer. 

7. I he contrary to fhrilnefs or acutenefs of found. 

Take two faucers, and ftrike the edge of the one againft 
the bottom of the other within a pail of water, and you fhall 
nnd[the found groweth more flat, even while part of the faucer 
is above the water; but tha fiatnefs of found is joined with a 
harfhnefs. Bacon s Natural Hifiory, N°. 157. 

To Fla'tten. v. [flatir, French, from fiat.] 

1 * i 0 P ia ^ ce even or l eve U without prominence or elevation. 

2. I o beat down to the ground. 

If they fhould lie in it, and beat it down, or flatten it, it 

wll rife again Mortimer's Husbandry. 

3. Io make vapid. J 

4- To deject; to deprefs; to difpirit. 

To Fla'tten. v. n. 

1. To grow even or level. 

2. To grow dull and infipid. 

Here joys that endure for ever, frefli and in vigour, are op¬ 
posed to fatisfadions that are attended with fatiety and furfeits, 
and flatten in the very tafting. - L'Ejlrange , Fable 161. 

F ' l :SLZ£r^-} Th ' ” f "«~ 

To FLA'TTER. v. a. [ fiater , French.] 


K To food)i with praifes; to pleafe with blandifhments; to ra¬ 
tify with ferv.le obfequ.oufnefs; to gain by falfe compliments. 
When I tell him he hates flatterers. 


rr f , . - - .- flatterers, 

He fays he does; being then mo & flattered. Shak. Jul. Caf. 

His nature is too noble for the world • 

He would not fatter Neptune for his trident 

WWW f f S P a°7 Cr t0 d , 1Under: his h ™Chis mouth; 

He h t ha h t t0ngUC muft vent * Shake fP- 

feet fl atteretb his neighbour, fpreadeth a net for his 
l Prov. xxix. 5. 
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The ancients fay, if you take two twigs of feveral fruit- 
trees, and fiat them on ,the fides, and bind them clofe, and 
fet them in the ground, they will come up in one flock. Bacon. 

Wife horrid fhapes fee does her fons expofe, 

Diflends their fwelling lips, and flats their nofe. Creech. 

2. To make vapid. 

An orange, lemon and apple, wrapt in a linen cloth, being 
buried for a fortnight four foot deep within the earth, though 
in a moifl place and rainy time, were become a little harder 
than they were ; othervvife frefe in their colour, but their juice 
fomewhat flatted. Bacon s Natural Hifiory, N°. 377. 

To Flat. v. n. 

1. To grow flat; oppofed to fwell. k 

I burnt it the fecond time, and obferved the fkin fhrink, 
and the fwelling to flat yet more than at firfl. Temple. 

2. To obftruct; retard; hinder; to render unanimated or evanid. 

Nor are conflant forms of prayer more likely to flat anti 
hinder the fpirit of prayer and devotion, than unpremeditated 
and confufed variety to diftradl and lofe it. K. Charles. 

Fla'tlong. adv. [flat and long .] With the flat downwards; 
not edgewife. 

What a blow was there given ? 

—An it had not fallen fiatlong. 

Pl a'tly. adv. [from fiat .] 


2. 


t) i( -j . 1 V .■ f ' ' r • ; • • • , I • Cl O, ' ' 

. He flattereth himfelf in his owrt eyes, until his iniquity be 

found hateful., v t . : i xxxv ^* 

After .this way of flattering their, willing benefactors out of 
'part, they contrived another of forcing their unwilling neigh¬ 
bours out of all their poffeffipha. Decay of Piety. 

Averfe alike to flatter or pffend. Pop?. 

They flatter'd ev’ry day, and, .feme days eat. r • Pope . 
I fcorn to flitter you or any man. Dr.Nezuton's Ded. to Mill. 

To praife fajfely. .. , 1 ; 

Flatter'd crimes pf a licentious age, 

Provoke our .cepfure. j. ",• Young . 

3. To pleafe; to footh. This fenfe is purely Gallick. . 

A con fort of voices fupporting themfelves by their different 
parts make a harmony, pleafingly fills the ears and flatters 
them. ,, Dryden's Dufrefnoy . 

4. To raife falfe hopes. * , 

He always vacant, always amiable, 

Hopes thee, of flatt'ring gales 

Unmindful. Milton. 

Fl.a'tterer. n.f. [ from flatter. ] .One who. flatters ; a 
fawner; a wheedler; one who endeavours to gain favour by 
pleafing falfities. 

When I tell him he hates flatterers. 

He fays he does ; being then mpfl flattered. Shak jul. Ceefi 
. Some praifes proceed merely of flattery; and if he be an 
ordinary flatterer, he will hare certain common attributes, 
which may ferve every man: if he be a cunningyfo//mr, 
he will follow the arch flatterer, which is a man’s feIf. But 
if he be an impudent flatterer, look wherein a man is con¬ 
scious to himfelf that he is moft defective, and is mofl out 
of countenance in himfelf, that will the flatterer entitle him 
to perforce. Bacon, Effay 54. 

If we from wealth to poverty defeend. 

Want gives to know th eflatt'rer from the friend. Dryden . 

After treating her like a goddefs, the hufeand ufes her like a 
woman : what isflill worfe, the mofl abjeSt flatterers degene¬ 
rate into the greatefl tyrants. Addifon's Guardian , N°. 113. 

The publick fhould know this of your ladyfeip; yet who¬ 
ever goes about to inform them, fhall be cenfured for a flat¬ 
terer. Swift . 

Fla'ttery. n.f. [horn flatter ; fiaterie, French J Falfe praife; 
artful obfequioufnefs; adulation. 

Minds, by nature great, are confcious of their greatnefs, 

And hold it mean to borrow aught from flattery. Rowe . 

Simple pride for fiatt'ry makes demands. Pope. 

See how they beg an alms of flattery ! 

They languife, O ! fupport them with a lye. { Young. 

Fla'ttish. adj. [from fiat.] Somewhat flat; approaching to 
fiatnefs. 

Thefe are from three inches over to fix or feven, and of a 
fiattijh fhape. Woodward on FoJJils. 

Fla'tulency. n.f [from flatulent.] 

1. Windinefs; fulnefs of wind; turgefcence by wind confined. 

Vegetable fubftances contain a great deal of air, which ex¬ 
pands itfelf, producing all the diforders of flatulency . Arbuthn. 

2. Emptinefs; vanity; levity; airinefs. 

Whether moft of them are not the genuine derivations of 
the hypothefis they claim to, may be determined by any that 
confiders the natural flatulency of that airy fcheme of no¬ 
tions. Glanyil'e. 

FLA'TULENT. adj. [flatulentus, flatus, Latin.J 


2 . 


Turgid with air; windy. 

Peafe are mild and demulcent; but being full of aerial par¬ 
ticles, are flatulent, when diflolved by digeftion. Arbuthnot . 

Flatulent tumours are fuch as eafily yield to the preffure of 
the finger; but readily return, by their elafticity, to a tumid 
ftate again: thefe are fo light as fcarce to be felt by the pa¬ 
tient, and no otherwise incommodious than by their unfig;ht- 
linefs or bulk. ^ ui „ 

Empty ; vain; big without fubftance or reality ; puffy. 

To talk of knowledge, from thofe few indiftindt reprefen- 
tations which are made to our grofler faculties, is a flatulent 
vanity. Glanv. Scepfi c. 23. 

How many of thefe flatulent writers have funk in their re- 
putation, after feven or eight editions of their works. Dryden . 
Flatuo'sxty. n.f [flatuofite, French, from flatus, Latin. ] 
Windinefs; fulnefs of air. J 

The caufe \%fiatuofity ; for wind ftirred, moveth to expel; 
and all purgershave in them a raw fpirit or wind, which is the 
_ principal caufe bf tenfion in the ftomach and belly. Bacon, 
b LA TUOUS. adj. [from flatus, Latin.] Windy; full of wind.” 

Rhubarb in the ftomach, in a fmall quantity, doth diaefl: 
and overcome, being not fatuous nor loathfome; and lb fend- 
et it to the mefentery veins, and, being opening, it helpeth 

FrTm^’r rr • , Wr Natural Hifiory, N». 44. 

Wlnd gathered in any cavities of 
the body caufed by indigeflion and a grofs internal perfpira- 
tion; winch is therefore difeufled by warm aromaticks. Cmnc. 
Fla rwiSE. adj [flat and wife : fo it fhould be writtej not 
flatways .] W ith the flat downwards; not the edge. 

its pofture m the earth was f.atwife, and parallel to the fits 
ot t.ie ftratum in which it was repolited. U'codviard t 
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